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Ananta-Sri-Vibhusita Om Visnupad
Paramahamsa-Mukut-Mani-Jagad-Guru
Sri Srimad Bhakti Raksak Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj

Left: The cover photograph of the
Gaura-purnima Edition 1995:
Front view looking up to
*Srila Sridhar Swami Bhajan Dham’
the residence (upstairs) of
Srila B.R. Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj
for the last years of his manifest pastimes.

Cover photo of this
Jagannathdev’s Rathayatra Edition 1995:

Entrance to Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math.
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Walls and pillars grow as the Centenary Hall takes shape.

Centenary Hall goes up

Srila Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-
Goswami Maharsj’s dedication to Srila
Guru Maharaj, Srila Bhakti Raksak
Sridhar Dev-Goswami Maharaj, is man-
ifesting a spiritual Memorial to His
Divine Grace in the form of a grand
four storey building, the ground floor
of which will be the Centenary
Memorial Hall.

Under Srila Govinda Maharaj’s

watchful eye the construction work is
progressing steadily and, despite the
recent arrival of the rains, the walls and
pillars are growing day by day.

Srila Maharaj is eager for its quick
manifestation, and he is hopeful that
the Memorial Hall will be ready in time
for an official opening at the culmina-
tion of Srila Guru Maharaj’s Centenary
Celebrations on 18th October this year.

Major Russian
inroads

Srila Govinda Maharsj is most pleased
to hear from Sripad Bhakti Ananda
Sagar Maharaj of the great success of
his recent preaching tour in Russia. The
response was very enthusiastic. As a
result of the tour, the devotees are
preparing for Srila Govinda Maharaj
himself to go to Russia in the suminer
of 1996. In the meantime they are
hopeful that Sripad Sagar Maharaj may
visit them again soon.
See World Diarv, report page 32

100 cities for
Centenary

Around the world the concentrated
effort for increasing service during this
Centenary Year is particularly evident.
One example is given in a recent letter
to Srila Govinda Maharaj from Vraja
Mohini Devi Dasi. She mentioned that
the U.S. Ladies’ preaching party’s activ-
ities are going on “with the goal of
preaching in at least 100 cities, towns
and villages and with the hopes of
meeting many new people, distributing
flyers, pamphlets and books, giving
slide shows and showing videos of Your
Divine Grace.”

Enthusiasm and fresh hearts by broad preaching

It is with joy that the Math has in recent
weeks received several new devotees
keen to dedicate their energy for the
service of Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga-
Gandharva-Govindasundarjiu. The way
Mahaprabhu selects His servitors and
brings them to the Math is practically

unique for each person. The main
influx, however, has come through the
additional preaching during this
Centenary Year.

Srila Govinda Maharaj has laid
much stress in India and worldwide on
the importance of distributing the mes-

sage of Srila Guru Maharaj and Sriman
Mahaprabhu.

Due to Srila Maharaj’s holy inspi-
ration the increased activities are very
much evident, so it is no surprise—and
a great joy—to have so many new-
corners joining here in service.

* Local news » World News ¢ Holy Discourses ¢ Centenary ¢ International Dispatches * Book Table *
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The land of the Long White Cloud

A report from our representative visiting New Zealand

BY SRIPAD BHAKTI SVARUP TRIDANDI MAHARAJ

My plane arrived at Auckland airport
after a gruelling flight from London of
twenty two hours, non-stop except for
a three hour wait in Tokyo’s Narita air-
port lounge. At the arrival gate a happy
reunion with Godbrother, Namacharya
Prabhu, and his good friend and a dis-
ciple of Srila Govinda Maharaj, Puma-
brahma Prabhu, began our visit.

Travelling from the airport west of
the city up to Waimauku in the north
took perhaps 40 minutes during which
we all caught up on the latest news
eagerly given, and sometimes extracted,
from each other, with some excitement.

In much of New Zealand the sky is
nearly always blue and it contains long
white clouds apparently unmoving, like
mountains—hence the Maori name for
the land, Otea-rua, ‘Land of the Long
white Cloud.’

Arriving at Namacharya Prabhu’s
home, a large bungalow set off the road
up a drive in gentle rolling hills, we
refreshzd ourselves and took Prasadam
with the family. Later that evening ten
or fifteen devotees arrived and we had
a nice programme of kirttan, discus-
sion and Prasadam during which we
all met each other and it was a happy
exchange.

As Srila Sridhar Dev-Goswami
Maharaj described it, “One is enquiring
and one is explaining, and in this way
both are getting some energy.” This
indeed was the real reason I had come,
to serve the good souls here by trying to
help them understand and appreciate
the sublime thought of our Sni Guru-
devs. Through that I was also being
taken somewhere and shown some-
thing! Many of the glorious points of
the teachings of our Sri Guru-varga
were thoroughly discussed over the full
five weeks of my visit to New Zealand.

' harmonize everything

A twice weekly programme is held
in the house of Namacharya Prabhu
which presently serves as the Sangha’s
meeting place, at which during my visit
gradually forty to fifty devotees
attended. Sometimes we visited devo-
tees in their homes and that was very
happy also, because the devotees felt
they ‘had you to themselves’ in a more
intimate way than was possible in the
bigger programmes.

Many questions came and they were
mainly to do with how to adjust and
readjust in devotional life within the
‘mundane’ environment, pressures of
daily life, family life, etc. There was
no doubt that the grace of Srila Govinda
Mabharaj was coming to
enlighten every place of
doubt or confusion, and

in a progressive way.
Several devotees were
previously connected to
teachers of other Krsna
missions and after the
absence of their teacher
they had been going on
somehow, waiting and
hoping. In the last two

larger programme was held on the day
of Sri Gaura-purn'ma itself. All arrange-
ments were very nice, and presently
Srila Govinda Mabharaj blessed all the
devotees and the rames they received.

Ideal hosts

All our time was spent in the service
of the Lord. During the days we went
out for ‘bhiksa’ to shops and houses
locally and around the city, and during
the evenings we were engaged in kirttan
and discussion. In addition we visited
the northem tip of the island to see some
devotees who had become disappointed
with their previous ‘devotional con-
nection’ and were living in a remote
farmstead in the bush. Travelling south

Sripad Tridandi Maharaj with New Zealanders

years or so they had
been getting light from the holy asso-
ciation of Namacharya Prabhu after his
return to New Zealand.

Intense hankering

By the grace of Srila Govinda
Maharaj everything nicely came
together at our meetings and there was
a great intensity of hankering by many
of the ¢~ votees for His Divine Grace’s
connection. They received his Grace at
two functions, one on the Ekadasi day
of Gaura-purnima week, and the other

we visited several devotees living in
the town of Whakatane.

1 found all the devotees to be very
sincere, and in general I found the New
Zealanders to be friendly and uncom-
plicated. They 'were ideal hosts and
when the time came for me to leave it
was an emotional parting, and they
bound me with a happy promise that 1
must return there later in the year!

May Sri Gauranga Mahaprabhu and
His divine associates and servitors bless
them, and us all.

cBhe
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Warm welcome

It wiil come as no surprise to those who
have read the reflections of Simon
Green in the last issue of this newsletter,
that he shortly afterwards received the
holy connection of Srila Govinda
Maharaj. He has been blessed with the
name Kesavananda Das.

In this edition of #®ri Gaudiya
Darshan, he has written a further article
about his visit to Nabadwip. All the
devotees join together to welcome him,
as well as the several other recently ini-
tiated devotees around the world, within
the family of Srila Govinda Maharaj.

See ‘Nabadwip Parikrama’ page 4

Huge international

response

Dispatches and articles bring an extra bonus

The enthusiastic reaction from the devotees around the world to send regular
news reports of their local activities has proved a great source of satisfaction for
Srila Govinda Maharaj in addition to giving inspiration and strength to many
good souls worldwide. Some of the reports are very detailed and include the role
of each and every devotee. Although it is not practical to publish everything
within these pages, every word is heard directly by Srila Govinda Maharaj and he
is greatly pleased to receive these details. So please do keep writing, and know
that your endeavours to compile such reports are most worthwhile and appreci-
ated. The satisfaction they bring Srila Gurudev is a great joy to see.

Dispatches pages 27 to 37

Bustling preaching activity

Village to village

Here in India several preaching parties
are engaged in a multitude of activities
to increase the broadcasting of the glo-
ries of Srila Guru Maharaj and his
Mission headed by Srila Bhakti Sundar
Govinda Maharaj during this Centenary
Year. Of particular note is the special
effort of Sripad Bhakti Prasun Aranya
Maharaj who despite his advanced age
is whole-heartedly preaching from vil-
lage to village with the devotees of our
Math. In this way he is distributing—
and receiving—much enthusiasm, and
he is very successfully leading san-
kirrtan throughout Bengal. Since the
time of Srila Guru Maharaj, Sripad B.P.
Aranya Maharaj has been engaged
every month in this service, and now
he is increasing it even more. On his

most recent travels he distributed invi-
tations for Srila Guru Maharaj's Viraha
Festival—the Festival of His Divine
Grace's Disappearance.

In the area around Calcutta, Sripad
Bhakti Prapanna Tirtha Maharaj has
similarly increased the activities of our
sankirttan parties. They have been
spreading Krsna consciousness in var-
ious areas of the city as well as in
nearby towns and villages. He has been
engaged in this way in addition to ful-
filling his ever-increasing responsibili-
ties entailed in the running of our Dum
Dum Park Temple.

Srila Govinda Maharaj has specifi-
cally expressed much satisfaction to see
all the increased preaching activities
during this special year.

Also see Local Diary page 18

Centenary Vyasapuja delight

Joyful enthusiasm emanates from His Divine Grace Srila B.S. Govinda Maharaj
whenever he hears of anyone’s plans to come to Nabadwip for this year’s Sri
Vyasapuja Festival of Srila Guru Maharaj in October. Already many groups,
families and individuals have communicated with Srila Maharaj confirming their
travel arrangements. The expected count from abroad may be upwards of 300
persons, and if Srila Maharaj hears of more, he’s delighted!

Above all it is his holy wish that as many as possible can come, so as to make
the greatest success of sankirttan: the congregational glorification of Srila
Guru Maharaj. May Lord Krsna help give everyone that chance... See page37
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More travels
soon?

Around the whole world the devotees
are expressing their ever-increasing
thirst for the association, guidance and
blessings of His Divine Grace Srila
Bhakti Sundar Govinda Dev-Goswami
Maharaj. His Divine Grace is known
and respected for his exclusive dedica-
tion to the continuation of the preaching
Mission of Srila Guru Maharaj, and he
is continually giving gracious encour-
agement to sincere seekers world-wide.

Now that the Memorial Hall is
healthily manifesting above ground-
level, Srila Maharaj’s attention is being
more and more drawn to the sincere
prayers of the devotees abroad for his
association.

It is Srila Govinda Maharaj’s own
expressed wish to go at least to South
Africa and Mauritius soon. He has
voiced that he may be accompanied on
the tour by the Math Secretary, Prabhu
Purnananda. Sripad Bhakti Ananda
Sagar Maharaj, Srila Maharaj’s con-
stant friend and dedicated servitor, is
also to accompany him. Preliminary
arrangéments are already under way.
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Sri Nabadwip Dham Parikrama 1995

Personal reflections on this year’s festival

BY PRABHU KESAVANANDA

Thinking to write something of my
experiences on this year’s Sri Nabadwip
Dham Parikrama, 1 came to the con-
clusion that I could express my reali-
sations better by looking at the event
as a whole, rather than a simple list of
places visited—first we went here, then
we went here, then here, etc.

Two views

I had previously heard from other
devotees some views of the parikrama
and festivities: ‘Oh I don’t like festival
time, it’s too busy,” I prefer the Math
when it’s nice and quiet,” * There are
too many people and it’s too hectic,’
were the sort of remarks I had heard
and could sympathise with. The pre-
vious year I had taken part in the
parikrama organized from another
Temple. I went along with twelve hun-
dred other devotees from around the
world, so I could certainly relate to the
word “hectic.” Just trying to offer dan-
davats at the various Temples and holy
places we visited was a major feat of
logistical planning, and much of the
time I simply didn’t have a clue where

I was. [And to think Srila Bhakti- |
siddhanta Saraswati Prabhupad used to |

lead even larger numbers around these

places is absolutely staggering |. Then of |

course there’s the austerity side of things
—hot roads, sore feet and all the rest.
All these things however are com-
pletely material considerations, and
through the mercy of the Vaisnavas this
year [ was afforded a blissful glimpse of
what lies behind the exhaustion,

bleeding feet and crowds, and to taste a |

drop of the nectar that is Sri Nabadwip
Dham Parikrama. Perhaps more than
anything it is a vibrant manifestation
of sadhu-sanga-- these are not simply
crowds of ordinary mortals, but hosts

of Vaisnavas, servants of the Supreme
Lord. 1t is said in sastra that simply to
visit holy places, take bath in holy
rivers, etc, may be of only limited ben-
efit, but the real purpose should be to
take the association of the devotees
there. Although many Western devo-
fees were not able to attend, saving
their money to come in October for
Srila Guru Mabharaj’s Centenary
Celebrations, so many Bengalis were
there—ordinary people who slept on
the floor, queued up to take their bath
under taps, and who were the very
essence of humility. For me, so full of
pride, they gave real life to the teachings
of our Golden Lord: trinad api suni-
cena.... I can only pray for the infinite
mercy of Lord Nityananda, that some of
their qualities may have rubbed off on
this wretch,

Being moved

I also became aware this year that in
fact it is not even necessary to know all
the details of a place, good though it is
to know something. Everything depends
on mood, like the Brahmin who could
not read and was studying Srimad
Bhagavad-gita with the book upside
down, yet still it moved him to tears of
ecstasy. Although Sripad Janardan
Maharaj and Sripad Tirtha Maharaj
gave out much nectar in English, still
the majority was in Bengali, but if one
tried to concentrate in something
approaching a devotional mood, then
there is no doubt that the sound vibra-
tion was purifying, and completely tran-
scendental to mundane language.

Actually it is precisely because the |
purification is so intense on parikrama |

that the hateful mind goes berserk and
comes out with so many reasons to be,
a) intolerant towards the devotees, and
b) w ant to take tomorrow off for some
‘peace and quiet.” Whenever I thought
that it was too much to handle, one look

at the beaming lotus face of Sripad
Visnu Maharaj of our Puri Math, who ]
don’t think stopped dancing and waving
his danda in the air for the whole four
days, soon got me smiling again. If a
man in his seventies can go on like that,
obviously in such bliss, then I want to
follow in his footsteps. In fact all the
senior devotees—Sripad Sagar Maharaj.
Sripad Aranya Maharaj, Sripad
Damodar Maharaj, Sripad Janardan
Mabharaj, Sripad Hari Charan Prabhu,
and others—were a complete inspira-
tion to us all just by their actions, what
to speak of their words of wisdom. It
was a glorious example of what is pos-
sible when the bodily conception of life
is rejected wholesale. There were many
others too, men and women who were
old, crippled, or otherwise infirm, who
just kept on going, shouting *Nitai
Gauranga!” all the way. I began to feel
ashamed of my weakmindedness.

Refreshed

Visiting so many sacred places
around the Dham was a wonderful
experience, but even better was
returning each day to Sri Chaitanya
Saraswat Math. Some material consid-
eration was there no doubt: the chance
to shower, take rest, and so on, but actu-
ally the feeling was simply the relief
and pleasure one feels when returning
home after a long journey. Home Sweet
Home. Going out every day on
parikrama certainly reinforces this fact.
How special our home is, how soothing,
not only to sore feet, but to sore hearts
as well. So we must do everything we
can to maintain this Math nicely, and
to search for and find all our other
brothers and sisters who are out there in
the wilderness, alone and unhappy. Let
us try to bring them all home too.

Sri Chaitanya Saraswat Math Ki Jai!
Sri Nabadwip Dham Parikrama Ki Jai!
B0
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Sri Acharyadev at home in California

First-hand report of Srila Govinda Maharaj’s latest World Tour

A further excerpt condensed from an essay about the 5th World Tour
BY PRABHU CHIDANANDA BRAHMACHARI

His Divine Grace Srila Bhakti Sundar
Govinda Dev-Goswami Maharaj
arrived in San Fransisco on the moming
of July 28, 1994 from Guadalajara,
Mexico. He was taken directly to our
new twenty-eight acre country ashram
in Soquel where he was given a grand
welcome. He was seated on his new
vyasasan exquisitely decorated with
brightly coloured cloth, fragrant fresh
tflowers from the garden, and eucalyptus
leaves from a nearby grove. His
vyvasasan was beneath a new picture of
Srila Guru Mabharaj. As he sat there the
devotees offered him a full arati while
singing Sri Guru Charana-padma with
everyone lined up, each with their hands
full of flowers which they offered to
his lotus feet along with full dandavat
pranams.

The Temple was completely redec-
orated with flowers, banners, new pic-
tures, and strings of eucalyptus leaves.
As Srila Maharaj sat there he looked so
satisfied and happy to be there. The
kirttan accompanying the Guru-puja
vibrated from the sky above to the earth
below and everyone felt transcendental
joy in their heart.

Srila Maharaj had travelled far and
he had already had a strenuous schedule
throughout Latin America, but he
looked so happy and peaceful to be at
his country ashram in this small town of
Soquel, California. After the grand
Guru-puja he spoke a little on the
importance of Krsna consciousness. He
didn’t speak much as he was tired, but
he showed the devotees that he greatly
apprectated all their endeavours in
receiving him so nicely.

Sripad Bhakti Ananda Sagar
Maharaj, Mohanananda Prabhu, and
Rasabdhi Prabhu were also nicely
received. Sripad Sagar Maharaj spoke

some nice words about Srila Govinda
Maharaj and His Divine Grace’s recent
preaching in Latin America.

Mohanananda Prabhu saw to every
detail, as he always does, of Srila
Maharaj’s great tour. It is not easy to
bring such a great soul as Srila Govinda
Maharaj anywhere, but Mohanananda
Prabhu is expert in looking after every
detail and taking care of all Srila
Maharaj’s needs. Rasabdhi Prabhu
looks after every personal requirement
of Srila Maharaj as only an expert and
fully dedicated soul as he can do.

After this grand welcome Srila
Maharaj was shown to his room where
he took Prasadam and some much
needed rest.

Annual visits

Srila Govinda Maharaj has visited
the San Jose and Santa Cruz area each
year for the past four years. He con-
siders this area to be very important for
the mission of Srila Guru Maharaj. He
calls it ‘the labour room of his mother’
because this is where the conception of
Srila Guru Maharaj first manifested in
the Western world, primarily by the
dedicated enthusiasm of Sripad Bhakti
Sudhir Goswami Maharaj.

Sripad Goswami Maharaj came to
Srila Guru Maharaj’s lotus feet in 1981,
and on returning to San Jose he began
the first Temple of Srila Guru Maharaj
in the Western world. From there he
produced five beautiful books of Srila
Guru Maharaj. Srila Govinda Maharaj
constantly glorifies Sripad Goswami
Mabharaj for these beautiful books he
produced.

In 1991 Srila Govinda Maharaj
asked the devotees to select a piece of
land suitable to re-manifest a Temple

in the area. The devotees looked in sev-
eral places but they were having trouble
choosing the best one, so they invited
Srila Maharaj to come and help them
make the final choice. Srila Govinda
Maharaj accepted their invitation and
returned in 1992. He was shown other
properties, but when he saw this one he
did not even get out of the car to inspect
further. Immediately on seeing it he
liked it and this feeling grew more as
they drove up the driveway. Srila
Maharaj immediately declared, “Buy
it!” This was to be the place, and there
was never any question within his mind.

When Srila Maharaj did get out of
the car and look around, he was amazed
to see such a large, beautiful piece of
land in an ideal location. Until this day
he says how pleased he is to have such
a glorious Temple in the West. He is
always urging everyone to give care
and attention to this ‘new baby' and he
himself is showing how to do this. Since
its purchase, by his inspiration and
example many improvements have been
made to the buildings and land.

Auspicious and
pleasing

The temple is ten minutes drive from
downtown Santa Cruz, a town situated
in an area considered important by
many spiritual seekers. There are many
vegetarian restaurants, alternative health
practitioners, and different groups of
yoga orientated spiritual seckers.

Nearby is a large university which
considers itself in the forefront of
new ideas and liberal consciousness-
awakening practices. The locality geo-
graphically is very pleasing and is adja-
cent to the ocean. Many flowers, fruits
and vegetables are grown commercially
in the region.

The Temple house itself has solar
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heating panels which supply constant
hot water. A small but extremely effi-
cient wood burning stove in the Temple
room keeps the whole house warm even
on the coldest nights, and often no more
than one log is necessary. In another
room there is a radiant floor heater gen-
erously donated by Chinmoyananda
Prabhu.

Srila Govinda Maharaj has often
commented on the many auspicious
signs he has seen at the land, and he
says that Krsna has given him every-
thing he needs for preaching Krsna con-
sciousness in the Western world. It is
therefore no surprise that every time he
goes to the Soquel Seva Ashram he
appears to be very happy and relaxed.

Daily meetings

After arriving for this his latest visit
to Soquel, resting, bathing and recov-
ering from his arduous journey, Srila
Govinda Maharaj happily began
meeting with the devotees. Daily he
met with devotees in his room from
3.30 or 4 a.m. until lunch time. In the
afternoon he met with the devotees
either in his room or outside on the
pleasant lawn.

In the evenings there would be a pro-
gramme in the Temple and daily Srila
Maharaj would remain up until late,
talking with the devotees until 11.00 or
11.30 p.m. Srila Maharaj said he did
not mind this at all. He made the
example that the devotees are like the
sun and he is like a solar battery-charger
that receives energy from the sun. The
devotees give him energy and enthuse
him; in this way he keeps on running.

About two hundred devotees had
come from all over America including
far away places such as Hawaii, New
York and Florida. Many had met Srila
Maharaj on some or all of his previous
visits, plus there were many new
people, including whole families of up
to six, desiring to take initiation from
Srila Maharaj. Several brought their
own accommodation in the form of
tents, etc., and special arrangements
were made by Hasyapriya Prabhu and
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Devotees honour Prasad and relax on the lawns of our Seva Ashram,

Yudhamanyu Prabhu Seva Vikram for
outside showers and toilets.

The cooking department was headed
by Sureswari Didi, Jivana Didi and
Sanatani Didi. By their unceasing devo-
tional energy they provided three meals
a day for everyone, and all were happy
and well fed! Another group of cooks
headed by Srilekha, Lalita, Bimala and
Vraja Mohini Didis cooked especially
for Srila Govinda Maharaj.

Outside engagements

Three large outside preaching pro-
grammes were arranged for Srila
Govinda Maharaj for this visit. One was
at a conununity centre in Santa Cruz,
another was at a hall in San Jose, and
the other was in Concord. Each pro-
gramine was well attended and large
amounts of Prasadam were distributed.

In Santa Cruz Srila Govinda Maharaj
spoke vigorously on the importance of
accepting Krsna consciousness and to
be cautious not to be cheated by the
many imitationists that have come in
this age. The imitationists sometimes
even look like devotees, but they say
things that vastly differ from the state-
ments of the real devotees. They criti-
cize the real devotees and always try to
find fault with them like ants always
looking for holes to crawl in. Srila
Govinda Maharaj explained that one

must have sufficient sukriti to find a
real devotee and to accept him as a
Spiritual Master.

At that gathering Srila Maharaj also
related the story of how he came to the
lotus feet of Srila Guru Maharaj.

The second programme was in San
Jose. In the auditorium were many older
devotees and their friends from all over
the San Fransisco Bay area. Srila
Mabharaj spoke on the importance of
understanding the relationship between
the power and the powerful. The pow-
erful is the source of power. So wher-
ever we see power we must consider
the source behind it. He explained that
we must try to think of this truth as
well as all other truths, and the way to
do this is by service to Guru and the
Vaisnavas. For this we have to be
humble, tolerant and give honour to
everyone.

The third programme was hosted by
Deva Moyee Didi at Concord, a two
hour drive from the Soquel Ashram.
Deva Moyee Didi preaches to a large
group of the Indian community in the
San Fransisco area, and Srila Govinda
Maharaj always likes to meet with
them. Many people came, and Srila
Maharaj was very satisfied by the
enthusiastic response he received.

In addition to these three pro-
grammes Srila Govinda Maharaj spoke
frequently at the Soquel Temple.
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Children devotees’
presentations

One afternoon the children offered
presentations to Srila Maharaj. Some
had written poems that they recited
before him, some drew pictures they
showed him, and some had made hand-
icraft goods, gifts and flower arrange-
ments.

One group performed a short play
based on the Vrindavan pastimes, and
others sang songs. Some displayed their
natural Vaisnava humility before Srila
Maharaj and gently needed to be coaxed
along by their parents. Srila Maharaj
sat for the whole two hours with the
biggest smile possible upon his face.
He did not say very much but he did
not need to. Everyone could tell that
inside he was very pleased.

Walking the trail

Behind the Temple is a hill. The
devotees had spent several months
preparing a trail up the hillside and they
had erected several benches along the
way. One moming Srila Maharaj started
to walk up the trail by himself. He
walked a little, then stood and rested
awhile before continuing. At first he
was almost alone and then a few of the
young devotees who had worked on the
trail joined him. I thought Srila Maharaj
would just go a little way, but slowly
he worked his way almost to the top.

Just short of the top he sat down on
the ground. He didn’t say much but just
looked at the scenery. He could see
many tall redwood trees that line the
top of the hills of the valley. Scattered |
houses tucked into suitable locations
on the surrounding hillsides were also
visible. Far below, the Temple was full
of devotees scurrying around doing
many difterent services.

As the breeze whispered through the
surrounding trees, Srila Maharaj sat
very peacefully and just looked around.

The four or five young devotees who
had joined him also sat quietly without
saying much. They told Srila Maharaj |

they had worked on the trail, and they
pointed out some places of interest.
They related with Srila Maharaj in a
most natural and pure way. I was
amazed to see the natural friendship,
companionship and affection they all
had for Srila Maharaj, and Srila Maharaj
had for them. I don’t think they had
ever previously had any close contact
with Srila Govinda Maharaj, or even
had many words with him before, yet
here they were all talking and relating
in a most natural way as if they had
been close friends and a part of Srila
Maharaj’s group for a long time. I was
amazed to see it.

After sitting there for almost an hour
Srila Maharaj returned to the temple
and declared that he had just had a most
wonderful walk and seen the greatest
view. Everyone was in great surprise
to learn he had walked up that steep
hill.

Another moming the devotees took
Srila Maharaj for a walk on a pier. At
the end of the pier he saw large sea-
lions resting on boards between the pil-
ings. Srila Maharaj expressed then, and
many times has expressed, that indeed
he likes to see some sights when vis-
iting various places in the world.

Memorable events

During Srila Govinda Maharaj’s stay
at Soquel there were several memorable
visits by older devotees who live in the
area. Srila Maharaj was pleased to be
asked intelligent questions by them, and
in turn they expressed their inner ful-
filment to have the association of His
Divine Grace.

Every day was a special day for all
the devotees, and one particular day of
this visit was to be extra special: the
day of the Disappearance Anniversary
Festival of Srila Guru Maharaj. Until
now Srila Govinda Maharaj had always
chosen to observe this day in Nabadwip,
but due to the World Tour it would not
be possible this year. For a long time
he expressed his great satisfaction that
as an alternative this year he would be
in Soquel for Srila Guru Maharaj’s

Disappearance Festival. Accordingly
the devotees arranged a huge celebra-
tion at which Srila Guru Maharaj’s pas-
times were honoured in grand style.

The chosen day

There was another reason that this
day would be very special. For some
time Srila Govinda Maharaj had been
wanting to install a Deity of Sriman
Mahaprabhu at the Soquel Ashram. To
the joy of all the devotees he chose this
day for the auspicious event.

The day broke with fog as is normal
for that time of year. A parikrama of
the land had been planned. Srila
Maharaj awoke early and joined the cir-
cumambulation. When we started, no
one knew which way to go as no
parikrama had been done there before.
Srila Maharaj led the way clockwise,
beginning from the Temple, sometimes
going down dirt paths, across grassy
fields and up steep hills. They went
around the bam by the newly dug well,
and then past the garden which was full
of summer vegetables before retuming
to the Temple. Srila Maharaj walked
the whole way. Sometimes devotees
would help him up steep embankments
or down slippery trails. Sripad Bhakti
Pavan Janardan Maharaj led the kirtran,
and when we returned to the temple the
loud chanting grew more and more.

Mahaprabhu’s
installation

There was much service to be done
that day in preparation for the two fes-
tivals. A tremendous feast was planned
and prepared. From early morning
devotees came to render service, and
by afternoon there was a flood of cars
parked in the grounds.

Presently the installation of the Deity
of Sriman Mahaprabhu began. Half of
the Temple room was filled with var-
ious dyes, fruits, ghee, honey, milk, and
other paraphernalia for the special wor-
ship and installation of the Deity. Srila
Govinda Mabharaj personally came and
directed the proceedings. He looked so



8 Sri Gandiya Darshan J uﬁunnathdev's Rathayatra 1995

splendid directing the activities, and
appeared like a General directing a large
battle. He instructed Ramai Prabhu
which ingredients to use at which time
and in what amounts, and Ramai
Prabhu perfectly carried out his orders.

Mahaprabhu looked so happy to see
all the offerings everyone gave Him.
The devotees and guests all stood in the
back of the room trying to get a peak
at Him. This was followed by a big fire
sacrifice outside. presided over by
Sripad Sagar Maharaj and Sripad
Janardan Maharaj. The whole installa-
tion ceremony took over two hours and
was so glorious. Afterwards Sriman
Mahaprabhu looked so beautiful and
resplendent standing glistening golden
on His newly built altar wearing fresh
hand-made clothing.

Finally Mahaprabhu had arrived in
Soquel. A new Temple had come to
America and the whole surrounding
area was becoming spiritualized. The
devotees were all very happy.

Separation

By evening the flood of guests had
become a torrent. I don’t know how
everyone knew that it was the
Disappearance Day Festival of Srila
Guru Maharaj. but it seemed as if half
the town was there. That evening Srila
Govinda Maharaj was not feeling well
so he asked the sunnyasis—-Sripad
Sagar Maharaj. Sripad Janardan
Maharaj and Sripad Ashram Maharaj—
to lead the evening programme.

After a glorious arati and a grand
kirttan that could be heard for miles,
the three sannyasis each in turn glori-
ously chanted the all-attractive glories
of Srila Guru Maharaj. Their glorifica-
tion included the simultaneous glorifi-
cation of Srila Govinda Maharaj. They
highlighted the immediate example of
union in separation from the great devo-
tees: the audience had all come to hear
from Srila Govinda Maharaj, but His
Divine Grace although so near, was
confined to his room to recover his
health. Their lectures also emphasized
the numerous occasions on which Srila

Guru Maharaj himself glori-
fied Srila Govinda Maharaj
and appointed him as his full
successor, thus Srila Govinda
Maharaj does not have to
‘prove’ he is an Acharyya.
The devotees felt fortunate to
hear the many glorifications
of our Sri Guru-varga.

Reflections

After the memorial pro-
gramme it was to be only a
short while more before Srila
Govinda Maharaj would leave
to continue with his world
preaching tour. When 1 think
of all the pastimes and events
that took place between Srila
Govinda Maharaj and the
devotees of California I am
reminded of the statements by
Krsnadas Kaviraj Goswami
expressing that it is impos-
sible to properly glorify the

Sriman Mahaprabhu on His day of installation

Lord or His pure devotee.
Their pastimes are like an ocean and
we are like a drop of water.

Srila Govinda Maharaj is such an
infinite devotee that we cannot really
glorify him properly. He is always glo-
rifying everyone and everything. If we
take a small step towards him. Srila
Maharaj will take ten big steps towards
us. He makes the most insignificant ser-
vice we do seem like a big and impor-
tant service. He is going all over the
world at great expense to his health,
trying to give everyone a drop of the
transcendental wealth that Srila Guru
Maharaj gave him.

Fondest memories

On the morning of August 14th,
accompanied by hundreds of devotees
Srila Maharaj went to the airport where
he boarded a Northwest Airlines flight
for Detroit, the next step on his world
tour.

Before his departure he gave a big
hug to each and every devotee. We
never see him cry. Even when things

get really tough he thinks of his service
and keeps going. But I think when he
gets on the plane to leave, he must be
shedding a tear inside.

As the plane left the terminal and
positioned for take-off, the devotees
kept trying to get a glance of their lost
friend, well-wisher and Spiritual Master.
When it finally went off into the sky
cveryone gave a last farewell wave and
returned home clutching the fondest
memories as their solace.
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Question: During the later pastimes of
Srila Guru Maharaj we heard that he
wanted to spend his last days in
Jagannath Puri. Is this correct?
Srila Govinda Maharaj: Yes, but men-
tally. In earlier years sometimes Srila
Guru Maharaj went to Puri for
observing ‘Urjja-vrata’ during Karttik
month. He used to stay in the place that
is now the ‘Aravinda Ashram.’
Actually, in Mahaprabhu’s /ila, Puri
is similar to Kuruksetra in Krsna’s lila.
The mood of union in separation and
intense service-need is at its greatest
there. Mahaprabhu expressed:

privah so 'yam krsnah
sahacari kuruksetra-militas
tathaham sa radha tad idam
ubhayoh sangama-sukham
tathdpy antah-khelan-madhura-
murali-paiicama-juse
mano e kalindi-pulina-
vipinava sprhayati
(C.c. Madhya 1.76)

This is a verse spoken by Srimati
Radharani to Srimati Lalita Devi, and
Srila Rupa Goswami expressed it in this
way: “Krsna who lived earlier in
Vrindavan Dhain, that Krsna is now
here before me and 1 am already in
union with Him. I am thinking that this
Krsna and I, we are the same persons as
were living in Vrindavan, and that
Krsna has mercifully given us His union
here. This is sufficient for anyone, but
it is not pleasing my heart so nicely
because my heart is hankering to be in
Vrindavan with this Krsna. Here also
we are playing with Krsna and dancing
with Him. All our activities are going

nicely with Him, but still I am not
happy with that. My heart always wants
the association of Krsna on the banks of
the Yamuna where there are many vari-
eties of kunjas' and He plays His flute.

“Here Krsna is not playing a flute,
but in Vrindavan He plays His flute and
calls everyone through that sound, and
there He plays with us like our boy-
friend. We want to meet with Krsna on
those banks of the Yamuna, and that
will give me full satisfaction, whereas
this meeting in Kuruksetra is giving me
neither full satisfaction nor peace within
my heart.” This is the meaning of the
Kuruksetra-/ila with the Vraja-vasis®.
Here we find the most extreme mood
of separation.

On a plate there may be your
favourite foodstuffs, but if you cannot
take that food then what will be your
feeling? Similarly if Krsna is in front
of you but you cannot play as you like
with Him, the mood of separation is
very strong.

Mahaprabhu’s

Separation

In Puri, Mahaprabhu went every day
to see Lord Jagannath living in the
Temple, and He saw Jagannathdev to
be Krsna, but still He was not satisfied
with that. He needed to meet Krsna with
the Yamuna, flute, etc. Such feelings of
separation came to Mahaprabhu and he
suffered from that so much. It is that
mood of separation that Srila Bhakti-

Ykunjas: groves
*Vraja-vasis: residents of Vrindavan

vinod Thakur worshipped. He did not
worship union, but he worshipped the
mood of separation of Mahaprabhu.
Such mood of separation happened in
Kuruksetra, therefore he wrote that in
Vrindavan live bogus persons whereas

the real devotees of Krsna live in
Kuruksetra.

Kuruksetra Ashram

Srila Prabhupad Saraswati Thakur
sent Srila Guru Mabharaj to Kuruksetra
to make a Centre. As Math Commander
he lead a small group of devotees and
he succeeded in making an Ashram
there. I have seen that place.
Question: Is it also the case that when
the devotees saw Mahaprabhu in Puni
they had the feeling, “This is Maha-
prabhu, but we want Him as Nimai in
Nabadwip™?

Srila Govinda Maharaj: Yes. Such
feeling is shown in the sloka by Sri